Foreign Office Ministerial Reading List Summer 2011
Keith Simpson MP

An opportunity for ministers to escape the tyranny of their red boxes and official papers
comes with the summer recess. As sun and surf beckons there is a real motivation to
stretch the little grey cells with some interesting books published over the past few months or

relax with escapist fiction.

This reading list is merely a guide, offering colleagues a personal selection and is not meant
to be a literary obstacle course judged by the Whips. Recently, in the Daily Telegraph
Robert Colville wrote aboutthe boom i n fipop s oc i ¢heiotergstof Downmndg s
Street& Behavioural Insight Team. Although there are one or two books in this genre the
majority are more historical and perhaps more insightful. But we should bear in mind Robert
Col vil |l e éfshedvam gné nggyermnfent-fby- reading-l i st o .

Some of these recommended books are weighty tomes of six or seven hundred pages and
not lightly taken overseas. Many of them are available in a Kindle version but for old
traditionalists there is nothing like areal i d e a d bdok vehiehdyears later brings back
memories of a summer holiday i the wine stains, the grains of sand, the inappropriate book

mark and the faint traces of some exotic perfume.

Political diaries and memoirs area staple diet of serious holiday .
reading for parliamentarians. Chr i tatedviselection frodnshis C h I'Ls

diaries A Walk-On Part Diaries 1994-1999 w o nhit the bookshops |\ /I u 1 1 i n
until late August but will provide a welcome distraction during the Party

A Walk-On Part

Conference season. There is also an opportunity to read his earlier

two volumes i A View from the Foothills and Decline and Fall. Alastair

Campbell is now churning out the unexpurgated editions of his diaries
- originally in an expurgated form to prevent damaging a Gordon

Brown Labour government with lurid details of in-fighting and !
DIARIES

personality clashes. Vol umes ®w ’ ‘ SR

and are entitled Power and the People and Power and Responsibility, although the latter title

might be a Campbell joke.

Peter Catterall has now edited the second volume of The Macmillan Diaries Prime Minister

and After 1957-1966. Macmillan is the only Prime Minister in the last century to keep such a
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Walk--Part-Diaries-1994%C2%961999-Diaires/dp/1846685230/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310397253&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/View-Foothills-Diaries-Chris-Mullin/dp/1846682304/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310397514&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Decline-Fall-Diaries-2005%C2%962010-Diaires/dp/1846684005/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310397543&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Diaries-Two-People-Alastair-Campbell/dp/0099493462/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310397593&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Diaries-Three-Responsibility-Alastair-Campbell/dp/0091797365/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310397637&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Macmillan-Diaries-Vol-II-1957-1966/dp/1405047216/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310397669&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Walk--Part-Diaries-1994%C2%961999-Diaires/dp/1846685230/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310397253&sr=1-1

full diary and apart from his views on political events and personalities Catterall notes that

Macmillan was reading on average 100 books a year as Prime Minister.

One of the best books about life at the centre of the Blair Government and a critique of
relations with Whitehall, Parliament and the media is Jonathan Powell The New Machiavelli

How to Wield Power in the Modern World. We wait with anticipation
for his forthcoming book defending Blairite interventionist foreign and
security policy.

William Rees-Mogg, journalist, editor, commentator and one of the
establishment 6s fhgsweteen hisdlandoirst he ¢

MEMOIRS

Accounts of both high and low politics rub shoulders with pen
portraits of leading personalities. Always ready with an opinion, often

wrong as right on people and events, nevertheless, a good read.

Two delightful memoirs on the lines of Downton Abbey with

MARGARET RHODES

THE FINAL perhaps unwittingly a dash of Private Eye are Earl Ferrers
CURTSEY

Whatever Next Reminiscences of a Journey Through Life, and

Margaret Rhodes The Final Curtsey. Earl Ferrers, being a very

active member of the House of Lords, was a minister in every
Conservative government from Macmillan to Major and writes
with panache about his family, national service, and a career in
farming, business and politics. Margaret Rhodes was the niece of

the Queen Mother and a cousin of the Queen. These are

reminiscences of courtly life and people written with warmth and

in all innocence.

David Willetts is currently the Minister of State for Universities and Science with a well

established reputation for being on the thinking and writing wing of the Conservative Party.

Last year he published The PinchHow t he Baby Boomers Toolk Their C
and Why They Should Give it Back, which is now published in paperback. A challenge for
thegeneration who finever had it so goodd but whos
longer for less money, have lower social mobility and live in a degraded environment whilst

supporting their parents who live longer!
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Machiavelli-Wield-Power-Modern/dp/0099546094/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310398668&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Memoirs-William-Rees-Mogg/dp/0002571838/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310398735&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Whatever-Next-Reminiscences-journey-through/dp/1849540918/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310398940&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Final-Curtsey-Margaret-Rhodes/dp/0954127560/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399032&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Pinch-Boomers-Childrens-Future-Should/dp/1848872321/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399151&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Memoirs-William-Rees-Mogg/dp/0002571838/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310398735&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Final-Curtsey-Margaret-Rhodes/dp/0954127560/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399032&sr=1-1

The latest political philosopher - king to take Downing Street by storm is the American
journalist David Brooks, a guru much favoured by President Obama. In his latest book The
Social Animal A Story of How Success Happens, Brooks argues that people are driven more
by their unconscious instincts than by rational thought, and are profoundly influenced by

social norms. For some old, unreconstructed sociologists, this might sound familiar.

/ At e 1 e \ Tim Wu is a policy wonk, a professor at Columbia University,

Josw Siveasax, CEO, Sevr a serious player in Silicon Valley. The future of the internet,

THE

MASTER
SWITCH
THE RISE
AND FALL OF
INFORMATION
EMPIRES

who owns it, the balance between freedom and regulation is

very aposite today. In The Master Switch The Rise and Fall of

Information Empires Wu considers the development of
information technologies, and the observable steps before

their destruction.

Ben Goldacre is a doctor and science writer and his book Bad
> Tim Wu < Science is a must for all parliamentarians who need a

~ fAblufferoés guideod to some of
by journalists, businesses, alternative therapists and some government departments.

Unlikely to appear on the Daily Maili b ook s listd. r ead

Everyday Life in British Governmentby R A W Rhodes builds on

Beyond Westminster and Whitehall (1988) and Understanding Governance (1997). He was

granted access to Whitehall departments and interviewed and observed ministers, spads
and civil servants. A must for ministers and aspiring
ministers.
=
= 8
| .

Instant political biographies are often well past their sell by <

>
-

MEHDI HASAN JAMES MA

=D

date at the time of publication, but Mehdi Hasan and James 2
Macintyre are a cut above the average and their Ed The ‘

Milibands and the Making of Labour Leader gives a shrewd

THE MILIBANDS

AND THE MAKING OF A LABOUR L

insight into what makes Ed Milibandtickand t he i Cz¢
A b erélaiionship with brother David. They demonstrate that
Ed is a European style Social Democrat, a master of detail,
personally charming but utterly ruthless. A book worth

reading by David Cameron, Nick Clegg and George Osborne.
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=the+social+animal
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=the+social+animal
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Master-Switch-Information-Empires-Borzoi/dp/0307269930/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399280&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Bad-Science-Ben-Goldacre/dp/000728487X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399327&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Bad-Science-Ben-Goldacre/dp/000728487X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399327&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Everyday-Life-British-Government-Rhodes/dp/0199601143/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399412&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Beyond-Westminster-Whitehall-Sub-central-Governments/dp/0415079071/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399547&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Understanding-Governance-Reflexivity-Accountability-Management/dp/0335197272/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399587&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Ed-Milibands-making-Labour-leader/dp/1849541027/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399725&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Ed-Milibands-making-Labour-leader/dp/1849541027/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399725&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Mission-Accomplished-SOE-Italy-1943-1945/dp/1847920659/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402951&sr=1-1

Like Clausewitz and his incomplete study On War, Machiavelli and The Prince are much

quoted but rarely read or understood. In this new biography, Miles J
explains the man and the period in which he lived.

Un gMachauelli

Otto von Bismarck seemed to his contemporaries a colossus who created a new German

Empire and personified realpolitik. Now Jonathan Steinberg has written a new biography of

Bismarck in which we marvel at this driven man with gross appetites, who manipulated men

and women including his own conservative allies. Ruthless, calculating and lucky he was

dumped by Kaiser Wilhelm Il who if anything was more neurotic than Bismarck himself.

The Benson family personified late Victorian England. Edward
the husband and father became Archbishop of Canterbury whilst
Mary his wife was the mother of six children, including Arthur
who wrote the words to Land of Hope and Glory an Fred who
wrote the Mapp and Lucia books. However, beneath this
conventional exterior Mary developed crushes and relationships
with a succession of women. Based upon letters and diaries
and extracts from contemporary published family books, Rodney

Bolt has written a fascinating biography in As Good as God, as

Clever as the Devil The Impossible Life of Mary Benson, which

was, to say the least high unconventional.

I'HE

# IMPOSSIBLE LIFE OF

v
ad

3

T

MARY BENSON

Rodney Bolt

T E Lawrence was very conscious of his own image in his lifetime and courted publicity

whether through books, pictures or the cinema. There are numerous biographies and

studies of Lawrence but Michael Korda in his Hero The Life and Legend of Lawrence of

J

)

Ll

Arabia has managed to breath new life into an old story and challenged some of the myths.

On the whole, British colonial governors have had a mixed press. But Stephanie Williams in

her Running the Show Governors of the British Empire has shown that whilst many were

guite eccentric the majority were highly competent and hard working administrators

operating under appalling conditions and ably supported by their long suffering wives.

Based upon letters, memoirs and official reports this provides a new perspective to the

history of the British Empire.
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Machiavelli-Biography-Miles-J-Unger/dp/1416556281/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399884&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Bismarck-Life-Jonathan-Steinberg/dp/0199599017/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310399984&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Good-God-Clever-Devil-Impossible/dp/1843548615/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400018&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Good-God-Clever-Devil-Impossible/dp/1843548615/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400018&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Hero-Life-Legend-Lawrence-Arabia/dp/1907532293/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400117&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Running-Show-Governors-British-1857-1912/dp/0670918040/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400160&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Good-God-Clever-Devil-Impossible/dp/1843548615/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400018&sr=1-1

Operations by special forces have a ready market in the book
- -
trade, and whilstmanyareat tumgh di@g | ev el D AVID STAFFORD

s
interest and value. David Stafford has previously written books on M ISSI 0 N

the Special Operations Executive dealing with the organisation,
ACCOMPLISHED

the personnel, operations and effectiveness. Mission

SOE AND ITALY
1943-1945

Accomplished SOE and ltaly 1943-45 is a worthy addition to this
collection.

Atwhatwoul d appear to beOwmodeftha t
market, Duff Hart-Davis in The War That Never Was The True Lo § _
Story of the Men Who Fought Bri___.ﬁ.-'_ ."..--_‘ Secre

about the role of British mercenaries, many of the former members of the special forces, who
fought an unofficial war in the Yemen against the Egyptian Army.

Francis Fukuyamabs f or mi dabl eknaockiptoetl@0bsiwbem as an h
his The End of History and the Last Man got overtaken by events. Now he has written the

first of a magisterial two part analysis of The Origins of Political Order_ From Prehuman

Times to the French Revolution. This is no narrow pedantic interpretation of a limited period
of history but a broad and challenging sweep concerned with the evolution of societies and
institutions.

Another broad sweep approach which combines scholarship

WHE

with accessibility is The Great Sea A Human History of the

.‘,,;(;} GREAT/ 2> Mediterranean by David Abulafa. For those of us old enough to

= SEA remember the impact of Fernand Braud e |IThesMediterranean

7 //A Human Hnto(\ of
(€ the! ]\/ILL'{I[%FI ar

in the Age of Philip Il with its emphasis on climate and
geography, Abulaf a6s book puts individuals
and centre with a wealth of unexpected facts that makes it an

historical treasure box.

Simon Sebag Montefiore has written books on Catherine the

Great and Stalin and now has produced Jerusalem The
Biography. He asks how did a small, remote town become the Holy City and traces its
history, its importance to many religions and peoples and its attraction as a shrine for

pilgrims worldwide.
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Mission-Accomplished-SOE-Italy-1943-1945/dp/1847920659/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400196&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Mission-Accomplished-SOE-Italy-1943-1945/dp/1847920659/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400196&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/War-That-Never-Was/dp/1846058252/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400227&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Origins-Political-Order-Prehuman-Revolution/dp/1846682568/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400311&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Great-Sea-Human-History-Mediterranean/dp/0713999349/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400352&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Jerusalem-Biography-Simon-Sebag-Montefiore/dp/0297852655/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400443&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Great-Sea-Human-History-Mediterranean/dp/0713999349/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400352&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Mission-Accomplished-SOE-Italy-1943-1945/dp/1847920659/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400196&sr=1-1

The source of British wealth in the West Indies in the seventeenth century was sugar not
gold. Huge fortunes were made and were siphoned back to Britain to join that from slave
trade and later the Nabobs of the East India Company. With wealth came callousness,
brutality and immorality amongst the white population in the West Indies. Matthew Parker

has written a magnificent account in The Sugar Barons Family Corruption, Empire and War

in which he follows the development of a venal and violent society whose extended families

went on to positions of power and privilege in business, politics and society back in Britain.

Robert Bickers, an historian of China, has written previously a

fascinating book on the expéwho e whi t e
served in the British Empire and commercial enclaves. His Empire
Made Me An Englishman Adrift is about the life of a First World War
veteran who then served in the Shanghai Municipal Police. In The ROBERT BICKERS
Scramble for China Foreign Devils in the Qing Empire 1832 -1914 F NiD‘R E
Bickers looks at the clash between Britain and China as being as M,_\DF NiF
- : : . | —~ | e
much cultural as military and economic, and how the interpretation An' Epglislnnan '
of history is still important in current UK-China relations. Adrift in Shanghai
Is Italy more than a geographical expression? David Gilmour, biographer of Curzon, has
now written The Pursuit of Italy A History of a Land, Its Regions and Its Peoples in which he
traces the history of the Italian peninsula and emphasis its regions, with their distinctive civic
cultures, cuisine, art and identities.
The AArab Springod has had journalists, diplomats

the collapse of the Soviet Union and its allies in 1989. | think if there are any parallels then it
is with the European revolutionary/counter-revolutionary period of 1848-1851. Useful
primers are Jonathan Sperber The European Revolutions 1848-1851 and Mike Rapport

1848 Year of Revolution.

This is the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the outbreak of the American Civil War.
Unlike the centenary in 1961 this anniversary has been marred by disagreements over the
origins of the war, whether it was about states rights, maintaining the Union or slavery.
Amanda Foreman the historian and author of the biography Georgiana about the rackety late

eighteenth century Duchess of Devonshire has now written A World on Fire about the

complex relationships between the British and the Americans during the Civil War. Itis a
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Sugar-Barons-Matthew-Parker/dp/0091925835/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400494&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Empire-Made-Me-Englishman-Shanghai/dp/0141011955/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400544&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Empire-Made-Me-Englishman-Shanghai/dp/0141011955/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400544&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Scramble-China-Foreign-1832-1914-History/dp/0713997494/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400808&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Scramble-China-Foreign-1832-1914-History/dp/0713997494/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400808&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Pursuit-Italy-History-Regions-Peoples/dp/1846142512/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400746&sr=1-1
The%20European%20Revolutions%201848-1851
http://www.amazon.co.uk/1848-Year-Revolution-Mike-Rapport/dp/0349118647/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400895&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/World-Fire-History-Nations-Divided/dp/0141040580/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401054&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Empire-Made-Me-Englishman-Shanghai/dp/0141011955/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310400544&sr=1-1

marvellous mosaic of over two hundred people ranging from politicians, ambassadors, spies,
volunteers and workers based upon diaries, letters and contemporary documents. ltis a

distant mirror on current British-American relations.

Never a man to duck an academic dispute, Professor Bernard Porter takes an architectural,

cultural and diplomatic historians in The Battle of the Styles Society, Culture and the Design

of a New Foreign Office 1855-61. A competition produced a Gothic winner in George Gilbert
Scott, architect of the new Parliament buildings. But a change in government saw
Palmerston become Prime Minister who loathed Gothic, and insisted Scott redesign the

buildingintheACl assical 6 style. The rest is history.

Samuel Kinkead won six decorations for gallantry flying in the
First World War and was a brilliant competitive pilot. Part of the
team that won the Schneider Trophy contest in 1926 he was

A . killed in the Solent flying a forerunner of the Spitfire while trying
- RACING ACE B beat the 300 mph barrier. With all the skill of a good writer
THE FIGHTS AND FLIGHTS©F

SAMUEL ‘KINK’ KINKEAD and the tenacity of an experienced researcher, Julian Lewis MP

DSO DSC* DFC*

has written RacingAce The Fi ghts and Flights of
-~ Kinkead.

\\v; Tt
JULIAN LEWIS

Military leaders courting public approval and being used by

governments and the media is not a new phenomenon as the careers of Nelson and
Wellington testify. Peter Caddick-Adams has decided to compare and contrast two military
leaders who came to personify British and German generalship in the Second World War. In

Monty and Rommel Parallel Lives he shows how both men began their careers on the

periphery of the military establishment but rose to senior rank through professionalism,

ruthlessness, luck and a nose for exploiting their own public relations.

In 1941 Asa Briggs was a grammar school history master before joining the Royal Signals
and then the Intelligence Corps. A very distinguished postwar historian he was one of
thousands who had served at Bletchley Park. Now aged ninety he has written a personal
memoir Secret Days Code-Breaking in Bletchley Park where he worked in Hut Six. Apart
from his experiences of code-breaking he writes about the daily life of Bletchley and the
friendships developed as well as bringing the story up to date with the establishment of the
Bletchley Trust.
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Battle-Styles-George-Gilbert-Scott/dp/1441167390/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401151&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Racing-Ace-Fights-Flights-Kinkead/dp/1848842163/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401225&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Monty-Rommel-Peter-Caddick-Adams/dp/1848091524/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401310&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Secret-Days-Codebreaking-Bletchley-Machine/dp/1848326157/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401343&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Racing-Ace-Fights-Flights-Kinkead/dp/1848842163/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401225&sr=1-1

The end of and the legacies of the British Empire are the subject of

new interpretations and controversies. Kwasi Kwarteng MP was born

in London to Ghanaian parents and has a doctorate in history from
Cambridge University. In Ghosts of EmpireBr i t ai n & sthd e ¢

GHOSTS

inception to its demise with unresolved disputes in Iraq, Kashmir, of
Burma, Sudan, Nigeria and Hong Kong, to mention but a few. E M P I RE

Modern World he addresses the realities of the British Empire from its

The Germans had colonised East Prussia in the fourteenth century KWAST KWARTENG
and it became the eastern agrarian province of the German empire BBy

whose landowners dominated politics, the church and the army. All that brutally ended in
1945 when the advance of the Red Army forced millions of Germans to flee and East

Prussia disappeared, divided between the Soviet Union and Poland. Forgotten Land

Journeys Among the Ghosts of East Prussia by Max Egremont is both a history and a

contemporary travel book which is more than an exercise in nostalgia.

Archaeologists and historians make a brave effort to piece together fragmentary evidence
about the Roman World. Robert C Knapp is intrigued by those at the bottom of society i

Invisible Romans Prostitutes, Outlaws, S| aves, Gl adiators and Ot hers

folk tales, proverbs, graffiti, ritual and religion and he has written a fascinating and intriguing

history.

One book which few readers would think of taking overseas is Andrew Wallace-Hadrill
Herculaneum Past and Future, which is a large coffee table tome. Itis ideal for a holiday in
my home county of Norfolk, something to browse through on the Norfolk Broads or along the
North Norfolk Coast. Wallace-Hadrill was the Director of the British
School in Rome and is head of the Herculaneum Conservation @
Project. His book, magnificently illustrated, brings together recent Il I- “I‘
archaeological evidence of a town, which, along with Pompeii, was !Vl ! I‘I

destroyed in AD79 when Vesuvius erupted.

Afghanistan still dominates the news and the current conflict has AND THE REAL STORY OF)
BRITAIN'S WAR IN AFGHANISTAN
lasted more than a decade. There are numerous accounts of the
experiences of British soldiers in Helmand province, but one
recently published book stands out i Toby Harn d e méas Men

RisenThe Wel sh Guards and the Rea

TOBY HARNDEN
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Ghosts-Empire-Britains-Legacies-Modern/dp/0747599416/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401444&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Forgotten+Land+Journeys+Among+the+Ghosts+of+East+Prussia+
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Invisible-Romans-Prostitutes-Gladiators-Ordinary/dp/1846684013/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401604&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Herculaneum-Past-Future-Andrew-Wallace-Hadrill/dp/0711231427/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401728&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Dead-Men-Risen-Britains-Afghanistan/dp/1849164215/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401785&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Dead-Men-Risen-Britains-Afghanistan/dp/1849164215/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401785&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Ghosts-Empire-Britains-Legacies-Modern/dp/0747599416/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401444&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Dead-Men-Risen-Britains-Afghanistan/dp/1849164215/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401785&sr=1-2

Afghanistan . Subject to some controversial redaction by the MOD just before being

published it draws together first hand accounts of Guardsmen of all ranks and their families.

The Soviet experience is Afghani st afganisysThet h e
Russians in Afghanistan 1979-89. The author, a former diplomat and Russian speaker,
examines the Russian experience through official papers, memoirs and interviews with
veterans. There are striking parallels with the current experiences of the Coalition in
Afghanistan.

BOB Bob WoodWwhaaw® & s published last year but now re-

WQQ P,W ,‘f‘JR,P issued in paperback is based upon wide ranging contemporary
interviews with senior US political, policy and military figures and is a
good first start at explaining the debate over Afghan policy. The
extensive and very public briefing and counter-briefing between US
politicians and military puts into context some of the disagreements

recently highlighted here in the UK.

S

Cables from Kabul The Inside Story of the We s tAfglsanistan

Campaign is written by Sherard Cowper-Coles based upon his experiences as UK
ambassador in Kabul andthenthe For ei gn Secretaryés Speci al
Afghanistan and Pakistan 2007-2010. The author was determined to write about the
relationship between policy and strategy and the incoherence displayed by successive US
and UK governments. Cowper-Coles writes in a flamboyant style, and bring alive places,

people, smells and impressions.

Inthewor ds of Dr Andrew Murrison

the military covenanta In a timely historical survey as well as an

analysis of current pr opo®arysThid ¢
anéTommy That The Military Covenant examines the way in which

societal and political changes have impacted on the lives of

individual members of the armed forces.

The savage war between the Tamil separatists and the Sri Lankan
government is the subject of Gordon Weiss The Cage The Fight for
Sri Lanka and the Last Days of the Tamil Tigers. Weiss, an

experienced journalist and UN official has written a comprehensive, fair and graphic account
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Afgantsy-Russians-Afghanistan-Rodric-Braithwaite/dp/1846680549/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310401901&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Obamas-Wars-Inside-Bob-Woodward/dp/184983220X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402111&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Cables-Kabul-Inside-Afghanistan-Campaign/dp/0007432011/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402226&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Tommy-This-That-Andrew-Murrison/dp/184954106X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402282&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Tommy-This-That-Andrew-Murrison/dp/184954106X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402282&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Cage-fight-Lanka-Tamil-Tigers/dp/1847921396/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402372&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Obamas-Wars-Inside-Bob-Woodward/dp/184983220X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402111&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Tommy-This-That-Andrew-Murrison/dp/184954106X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402282&sr=1-1

of this bloody war looking at the tactics of the LTTE and the Sri Lankan counter-insurgency

model which is not batseanonmiimwdesnohgthedepbeplreo.

Somalia is a failed state and is the haven for Islamic terrorists and a vast private network. In

Deadly Waters| nsi de t he Hidden Worl d of imBerseshimseff6 s Pi r a

intheficl and system in Somalia and the complex rela
politicians, financier s and terrorists. Bahadurds conclusio
deep knowledge of Afghanistan, is that ultimately the reduction if not the eradication of

piracy, will depend upon local agreements and compromise rather than external controls.

Finally, for those seeking relief from the more challenging

R0OM THE

SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

recommendations, a few novels can be considered. Louise

Bagshawe now Mench) is a reliable authore
genre, and her latest Destiny, written between division bells in the
Commons, is, to quote the blurbfian i rresistible story
temptation and true | o v 8uét the novel for the Government

Whips Office.

Stella Tillyard is a British author and historian and her first novel

Tides of War is set during the Napoleonic Wars with their heroine
Harri et anstoekmgol ygififbl umeaar ri ed ¢ afficeosn @mbirfes We l | i ngt or

romping with reason.

Charles Cumming is now an accomplished novelist of the spy
and espionage genre. ldeal reading for FCO personnel his latest
The Trinity Six, is about the discovery of a sixth member of the
Cambridge Spy ring.

Alan Hollinghurst is a distinguished prize winning novelist and in

his latestnovel Th e St r a n dche usésthe well wornd

t heme of Englandds stately homes, complex relat.i
memory to write in a style that mirrors Evelyn Waugh and

Anthony Powell.

Keith Simpson MP
PPS to the Foreign Secretary

10 | Foreign Office Ministerial Reading List Summer 2011


http://www.amazon.co.uk/Deadly-Waters-Inside-Somalias-pirates/dp/1846683637/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402429&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Destiny-Louise-Bagshawe/dp/0755336178/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402477&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Tides-War-Stella-Tillyard/dp/0701183179/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402582&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Trinity-Six-Charles-Cumming/dp/0007337833/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1310402630&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Strangers-Child-Alan-Hollinghurst/dp/0330483242/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402725&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Destiny-Louise-Bagshawe/dp/0755336178/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1310402477&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Trinity-Six-Charles-Cumming/dp/0007337833/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1310402630&sr=1-2

